PBEFACE,

embarrassed by a mass of ideas and beliefs which have
grown up in our day on the subject of one particular
form, of government, that extreme form of popular
government which is called Democracy. A portion
of the notions which prevail in Europe concerning
Popular Government are derived (and these are worthy
of all respect) from observation of its practical work-
ing ; a larger portion merely reproduce technical
rules of the British or American Constitutions in
an altered or disguised form ; but a multitude of
ideas on this subject, ideas which are steadily absorb-
ing or displacing all others, appear to me. like the
theories of jurisprudence of which I have spoken,- to
have been conceived a priori. They are. in fact,
another set of deductions from the assumption of a
State of Nature. Their true source has never been
forgotten on the Continent of Europe, where they are
well known to have sprung from the teaching of Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, who believed that men emerged
from the primitive natural condition by a process
which made every form of government, except Demo-
cracy, illegitimate. In this country they are not
often explicitly, or even consciously, referred to their
real origin, which is, nevertheless, constantly betrayed
by the language in which they are expressed. Demo-
cracy is commonly described as having an inherent